
Fact Sheet on UH Proposing 
Administrative Rules for Mauna Kea  

 
The University of Hawaii does not have the Jurisdiction to create Administrative Rules 
for the Mauna Kea summit which sits on Hawaiian Kingdom National lands that are now 
part of the “Public Lands” and zoned “Conservation”.  In fact, UH acknowledges this in 
Sections 20-26-3 and 20-26-4 of the most recent draft of their proposed Administrative Rules.  
UH states where jurisdictions between the so called UH Mauna Kea management areas with 
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) are overlapping or where UH rules are 
inconsistent with conservation district rules, DLNR rules including conversation district rules 
shall govern. 
 
The UH does not have the authority to enforce these Administrative Rules further 
supporting the fact that UH does not have Jurisdiction over the Mauna Kea summit.  
UH admits that it will have to rely on authorized agents to “assist with enforcement” such as 
the police department, state sheriff, or DLNR. As the Rules stand now only the President’s 
designee will enforce the Rules.

The summit of Mauna Kea is Wao Akua or the Sacred Dwelling of the Gods and the UH 
does not have jurisdiction or any authority to manage the religious and sacred cultural 
practices of the Kanaka Maoli people.  The summit is sacred to the indigenus people of 
Hawai`i, and its resources, sacred sites, and overall environment is important to our well-
being.

The Kanaka Maoli people never relinquished our rights and sovereignty over the Mauna 
Kea summit which is comprised of Hawaiian Kingdom Crown and Government lands aka 
“Ceded Lands”, as such the University of Hawai’i has no jurisdiction to manage how and 
when Kanaka Maoli exercise customary and traditional  rights to access the Mauna Kea 
summit for subsistence, religious and cultural purposes.  Yet the way the proposed UH 
Administrative Rules are written, the burden of proof will once again be put on the Kanaka 
Maoli people (aka “Native Hawaiians”) to prove who we are and our rights to access, worship 
practice and protect.
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